
 

 

Lawrence Library 2017 Town Report  

 
Two thousand seventeen (2017) was a year of partnership. 
 
The Lawrence Library partnered with the Nashoba Conservation Trust and Pepperell 
Conservation on several programs and projects. In the spring, the conservation lands were 
showcased with a Breakfast with the Birds program, as part of the Freedoms Way 'Hidden 
Treasures'. This was a great opportunity to promote the numerous conservation lands in 
Pepperell, including the Greens Brook Trail located behind the library. The partnership 
blossomed in the re-opening of the library trail, which loops into one of the Nashoba 
Conservation trails. This collaborative effort between both conservation groups, the 
Friends of the Lawrence Library, staff, and patrons resulted in a new ADA compliant trail 
which will be officially opened and dedicated in May 2018. The trail was also used for a 
Thoreau Bicentennial Nature Walk in October. The library celebrated Thoreau's life and work in partnership with the 
Walden Woods Project, who supplied copies of his book Walden and Civil Disobedience. 
 

In May, the library budget passed at the spring town meeting, ensuring that the library met the state minimum funding 
requirements for the second time in 5 years, and eliminating the need to apply for a waiver. 
 

Thanks to Green Community grant funding, the Lawrence Library was weatherized and the old oil burner was 
replaced with two new gas furnaces. Additionally, in September, the Lyceum skylight was re-opened thanks to 
funding from patrons and a matching donation from the Friends.   

 

Again this year in June, the Children's Room partnered with the North Middlesex Regional School District to provide 
kindergarten students with tours of the library. Over one hundred children participated this year.  

 

The library continues the partnership with PACH and the Friends of the Lawrence Library 
in offering the outreach program Books to Keep. The Lawrence Library was the first 
public library to launch this service in 2015. The goal of Books to Keep is to provide new 
and gently used books to children and teens in need through local food pantries or soup 
kitchens so they can create their own personal libraries. In 2016, we expanded the offering 
to include adult books. This program also provides us a venue to promote the many free 
library services we offer. Thanks to the Friends of the Lawrence Library we provided over 

700 books in 2017.  
 

Our launch of the mobile app from Boopsie for Libraries in 2016 continues to expand our 
commitment to smart phone users. For 2017 there have been 46,212 queries through our 
Lawrence Library Mobile  app, averaging 3,850 per month. If you are a Lawrence Library card 
holder you can access the library catalog, your account, and all of our online services with easy 
search features designed for your mobile devices. If you haven't yet, download this FREE app 
today! 
 

The library was awarded a Rural Gateways grant made possible from the National Science Foundation for $3,500 to 
fund STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Math) learning through a program series called Pushing the Limits 
- a reading, viewing and discussion program for adults in communities served by rural libraries.  The programs, which 
began in February, have been well attended, and participants have enjoyed discussing the monthly book choices and 
learning from special guests. Guests have included teachers from NMRSD, an environmental expert from Beaver 
Brook Association, and an anthropology professor from Franklin Pierce University.  

 

The total value of only items loaned or borrowed for the year totaled $1,516,371; the total ROI (return on 
investment) which includes all services provided was $2,180,017.  Over 17,830 items were borrowed/requested just 
through interlibrary loan, making the library a net lender for the sixth consecutive year. 7,324 Pepperell residents have 
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a current library card; we issued an average of 32 new cards each month. The foot traffic for the year was over 88,852 
with an average of 1,709 library users per week (342 per day). 
Library website usage remained strong with over one million visits, as reflected by 
the continued usage of the online eBooks, databases, room-booking software, 
event calendar program registration and museum pass bookings. We also added 
two new online services: Qello - Enjoy full-length concerts and music 
documentaries from home. Over 1,500 of the most amazing live moments in music 
streamed on-demand to just about any digital device; and One Play - Instantly 
download and play unlimited Android and PC games for free. Includes over 2,000 games from more than 75 different 
publishers. No holds, no waiting. Download the games you want to your computer and play them whenever and 
wherever you are. Additional online services: ArtistWorks for Libraries , UniversalClass, Cypress Resume and 
three Genealogy Resources: Fold3, Heritage Quest and Ancestry (in library usage only for Ancestry). All online 
services can be accessed 24/7.  The website is optimized for both computers and mobile devices. The monthly library 
newsletter is emailed to over 1,300 people, with open rates significantly higher than industry average. 

 

It was another busy year for adult, teen, and childrenôs programming with the library offering 439 special 
events/programs with attendance over 8,870. The Summer Reading Program theme for children was Build a Better 
World, and the library had 1,596 participants over the course of 10 weeks. 

 

Pepperell Cultural Council grants allowed us to offer four special events: Minecraft 
Madness with Jungle Jim, Upcycle Cinderella by the Bright Star Theatre, Learn to Play 
the Ukulele with Julie Stepanek, and a book talk with Ted Reinstein about his most 
recent book, Wicked Pissed: New Englandôs Most Famous Feuds. 
 

A few of the other event/program highlights for the year:  

 

¶ For children - in addition to regularly scheduled Bouncing Baby Story Time, 
Baby Art and Tinker Time, and Preschool Story Time, Miss Shannon and Miss 
Meredith offered Bubble Blast, Drop-in Movies, Wii U Gaming, Stuffed Animal 
Sleepover, Lego Afternoons, numerous crafts, Yoga for Kids, Hackerspace, Construction Crew Crafts, Paint-
a-Pumpkin, Pajama Storytime, Homeschool Crafts, and much more 

¶ For teens - Teen Video Gaming, YA Book Club, Tie-Dye Party, Tween Sewing, Foodie Fun, YA Film Club, 
and more. The library also provided gaming at NMRHS Project Graduation (the 9th year of 
this partnership.) 

¶ For adults - monthly: Qello movies, Book Club, Pushing the Limits; weekly: Good Yarn, 
Bridge Club, and Meditation Classes; Retirement/Estate Planning and Home Buyers 
workshops, Adult Crafting Night, Documentary Movie series, Henna Tattoos for Every 
Season, Paranormal Investigations, and much more. We also started the Make It Real series 
which focuses on current topics such as Fake News, Islam 101, ACA or Single Pay, Cyber 
Security, and Civil Disobedience. 

¶ For All Ages: Our first Annual Spring Peeps Diorama and Holiday Gingerbread contests, in addition, to our 
monthly art and music venues. 

¶ The library also partnered with local organization and businesses to offer: Hidden Treasures Weekend, Greens 
Brooks Trail, Living History (DAR), Books to Keep, and numerous Pepperell business sponsored programs. 

 

The library continues to provide two community services which were started in 2015: The Mobile Library, in 
partnership with the Senior Center, was launched and provides delivery service of library books and media to 
homebound residents, and as previously referenced, Books to Keep.    
 

The library provided meeting space for 234 non-profit programs/events. Some of the community groups were ARC, 
political town committees, Destination Imagination, Friends of Pepperell, Brownies, Boy and Girl Scout meetings, 
PACH, Recreation Commission, Charter Committee, AA meetings, Town Department Head meetings, the Radio 
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Club, piano recitals, Tarbell, Holland & Berkshire Associations, Cultural Council, Pepperell GreenUp and Hidden 
Treasures. 
 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Library ~ Year round art/photography exhibits in the 
Art Gallery. The library hosted the fifth annual Art in Bloom, with a new twist in 2017 
with the theme Quilts in Bloom.  The library partnered with the Friends, the Squanicook 
Colonial Quilt Guild, the Pepperell and Hollis Garden Clubs, local florists, staff, and 
patrons to create this wonderful exhibit. 
 
Thanks to the funding provided by Friends of the Lawrence Library, we continued 
to offer two free monthly music events throughout the year: Live @ Lawrence Library and Open Mic night. All 
performances are aired live and recorded thanks to our Pepperell Community Media partnership. The recordings can 
be enjoyed at http://pepperellchannel.org/VOD.html (select Lawrence Library Events). New in 2017 was a PSA 
(Public Service Announcement) created by Peppererrel Media to help promote Open Mic which is not  usually 
recorded. 

 
The musician lineup for 2017 included Wendee Glick, Phileep, Kate Chadbourne, 
Baza Blues, Nick Goumas Jazz, and the Goodlie Companye. 
 
The art gallery hosts monthly shows from artists and photographers, such as: Sharon 
Correnty, Ken Hartlage, Squanicook Colonial Quilters Guild, Western Ave Studio, 
Jacqui Hawk, Steve St Lawrence, Noble Farrow, NMRHS Student Art Show, and 
the Nissitissit/Varnum Student Art Show. 
 

For more information on 2018 art gallery events bookmark the library's In the Gallery web page. 
 
The Friends of the Library thankfully continue to provide their much needed monetary support. The Friendsô annual 
fundraisers this year included the Cupcake Festival, the Wine Tasting, the weekend Used Book Sale in March, and the 
Toy Yard Sale in April. These events, plus membership, made possible the continued $15,000 
donation for the purchase of childrenôs books, plus the funding for ALL library programs, with the 
exception of the four sponsored by the Pepperell Cultural Council.  
The Friends continued to fund all nineteen museum passes, sponsored the refreshments for the art 
gallery receptions, all music events, and Quilts in Bloom; contributed funds to help expand 
programming; continue to fund the electronic newsletter (sign up today!) the library creates each 
month, coordinated numerous holiday craft programs, and funded/organized the annual Holiday 
Tree Lighting which once again drew over 500 residents. Their dedication, contributions, and 
support are much needed and always greatly appreciated! 
 
Lawrence Library continues the use of the most popular social media tools with a presence on Facebook, Flickr, 
Twitter and Instagram 

      
 
In the coming year, the library will work to meet the state minimum funding requirements in FY18 and meet the 
requirements to comply with the state certification.  
 
On behalf of staff, Library Board of Trustees, and Friends of the Library, thank you Pepperell for your support. If you 
donôt have a library card, stop by for one ï itôs FREE and a great way to help stretch your budget! We hope to see 
you soon. 
 
Did you know? The library offers free WiFi 24/7, plus faxing, color and black and white copying/printing, 
and document scanning for a nominal fee. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 
Debra Spratt, Director 
On Behalf of the Library Board of Trustees 
 

Whatôs your library worth to you? Massachusetts Library Association has an online Library Service Calculator 
(http://www.ilovelibraries.org/what-libraries-do/calculator), which lets you determine the value of 
services/savings your library provides to you. 
 
The estimated total dollar value of all services rendered for one year for Pepperell patrons is $2,180,017. 
This total was calculated using borrowed materials (books, audio books and music, DVDs, magazines and 
newspapers), programs, computer and WiFi usage, museum passes, online databases, and reference 

assistance. Try this calculator and see what youôll save in just one month. 

 
The Library Board of Trustees meet monthly on the first Wednesday at 7 PM.  
 
 
Lawrence Library Hours of Operation:  
 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday   10am to 9pm    

Friday       10am to 5pm    

Saturday*                      10am to 2pm 

Sunday & Monday       Closed    
 
As noted except closed Saturdays                                *Summer Hours (June 2 ï Labor Day Weekend) 
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